
POETRY



WHAT WILL BE COVER

MEMORIZATION
Memorized (or “by heart”) language was a mainstay of education for almost all 
of recorded history until about sixty years ago. 

the cultural, neurological, and linguistic value of memorized language is 
indisputable.
Young children will naturally memorize language patterns from their cultural 
environment.

A child’s instinctive desire to memorize is intrinsic to language acquisition, yet 
for the most part modern education has ignored it or allow it to happen so 
haphazardly that we miss out on one of the greatest opportunities to build 
sophisticated language patterns.

POETRY
Poetry has long served a critical role in the transmission of culture, as it tends 
to
convey the “rhyme and reason” of life in a concentrated and memorable form.

But if we don’t provide the content and opportunity for organized memorization, 
kids will let popular culture be their teacher. In other words, if we don’t provide 
them with Belloc, Stevenson, and Rossetti, they’ll memorize McDonald’s 
commercials and Justin Bieber lyrics. 

Acknowledging that memorization in general—and memorization of 
sophisticated language in particular—is a good thing, we must next ask: What 
should be memorized?
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WHY POETRY

Rote learning and recitation of sacred texts has always been a fundamental part of 
religious education in all major religions from ancient times to the present day. 
Clearly, memorization of classics served as the educational backbone for such 
thinkers as Aristotle, Saul of Tarsus, Augustine, Thomas Paine, and even more 
modern authors such as Gene Stratton-Porter and J.R.R. Tolkien. 

However, poetry has always held a unique position within scripture, classics, and 
literature for several reasons. Poetry is generally enjoyable, poetry can usually be 
remembered easily, and good poetry is concentrated—rich in meaning, 
sophisticated in vocabulary, and solid in structure.

Young children are naturally drawn to humorous, silly, interesting, or unusual
things, and many wonderful poems have been written specifically to appeal to
children—for good reason. 
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Review
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Ooey Gooey  (auther unknown)
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celery
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Little man who was not there
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                                      The Vulture
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Singing time
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“

Monday
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The Yak
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“

Tuesday
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The Ingenious Little old man

14



“

Wednesday
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“

Thursday
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There was an Old person whose habits
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